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UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO TRASH TEAM
TRACKING PATHWAYS OF PLASTIC TRASH
WITH SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY

Published on August 26th, 2021

The University of Toronto Trash Team is using satellite
technology to understand the movement of plastic
trash in the Toronto Harbour.

Phase one of the project closes at the end of August
and its goal is to understand how Toronto can solve its
plastic pollution problems by finding out more about
local waste sources.

Earlier this year, the University of Toronto Trash Team
launched numerous “Blender Bottle” water bottles at
specific locations around the harbour. Each bottle
contains a Globalstar SmartOne C satellite tracker.
Equipped with a GPS, the bottles represent plastic
waste floating in the harbour of Toronto. According to
the university’s “Tagging Trash” website, the satellite
tracker provides GPS coordinates every hour.

Using the data collected by the Globalstar satellite
system, the trash team follows the route of the plastic
bottles to find patterns and possible accumulation
points of floating litter.

On its site, the Trash Team says that anyone who sees
a bottle in the harbour should leave it where it is, but
they are welcome to take a photo and post it online by
tagging them on social media.

The University of Toronto Trash Team is working with
the University of Toronto Scarborough, Ports Toronto,
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority and the
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks on local research and technical support to clean
up the floating plastic and other human-generated trash
in Lake Ontario, and ultimately to prevent further
accumulation.

This is an ongoing project and phase two includes data
analyses for the development of hydrodynamic models.
A further report with these results will be published by
the team.

ys-of-plastic-trash-with-satellit hnology/457588

hO> MXZFED Trash F— Al L SEERIZE
EISAFYIT HOREMENR

2021.8.26

~OYRRZ0 Trash F- Al FEEAZEAL T, bOYNEOTS
AFy)IZ0BEEEIRLTVET,

JT0217b071-X 1 (48 BRI TUL. 20BZEE. hO> Mt
TEOREEYPRICOVWTEUENBIEILLD, TS5RAFYIBRORERE
DIS(CHRRTEINEIRARIDETT,

SEOYSH. MO>MRZFED Trash F—LAld. BEDOFEDBAT
ZHOTTLA-RN DA RNV RIEAUEL,
ZIRNUZ(E. Globalstar ® SmartOne C HIEEHEEE(MSvh
—)HAITWET, GPS B LR NUE. MOV MDEBISENSITS
AFvIBEREYRRLTVET . MY MNAZE DI Tagging Trash]91d
BANIEDE, BENYH—(E 1 BFRICEC GPS BBART — %R HtL
F9.

Globalstar BI2> 2T AlLEHTUNEZNT GPS BEAZET —4%{EH
UT. Trash F—AFRYMNRMLOIL—METZED, SZBETZD)IF - ¢
AJRERERMN > MR DIFET,

ZOYA KT, Trash F—-Alk. BTRMVZREAGHTEENEE
DFFCUTHBNREREE>TVETH . EEARIROTY-SvIAT(T
[CAD G TAY FA VNIRRT B LG RERD T I LIRATVE T,

FOYRARZE® Trash F- Al bOYMRZEZDROK, R—MO>

b~ hO> MSLUHMBRFER . A>FUANIRIRRENB AL L
T AVAUABOIFEE TSR F I PEOAMMABNEI5 LIz IZ% ML
L. SRA&ECENLL_EOHEREZS<Tzd. HBIROFATR S SUBATHIR
=M T TVET,

CNIFETHROTOSIINTHD, J1—X 2 [LERAEDFETILORM
HOHDT-IDHNEENET,
INBOFEREEVEISRZLM—MTOF - ACLHTARMENET,




