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DUTCH MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DEPLOYS
GLOBALSTAR SPOT GEN4 TO TRACK AND
PROVIDE SAFETY FOR PARATROOPERS

Dublin, Ireland - 2 February, 2022 - Globalstar Europe
Satellite Services Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Globalstar Inc., announces that the Netherlands
Ministry of Defence (MoD) has deployed 120 SPOT
Gen4 satellite GPS messengers to track and provide
safety for paratroopers.

The Dutch MoD carried out extensive testing and trials
of SPOT Gen4. The device proved to be the ideal
solution for the MoD’s needs, and capable of delivering
superior, reliable performance in all the highly
challenging contexts which paratroopers face.

Niels is an instructor at the Dutch Defense Paratrooper
School (DPS) and is safety & quality manager. “In the
places where we do our skydiving training, in remote
mountainous and desert locations worldwide,
conventional telecoms networks cannot be relied on,”
Niels shares. “So we knew that we required a solution
based on satellite technology.”

Other technologies and solutions were trialed and
evaluated. For example, four years ago, the
organization procured GPS trackers from another
provider. These used 3G telecom technology however,
and very soon were dismissed as unable to provide
sufficient coverage and reliability.

Facing extremes in terrain and temperature

It is essential for operational teams that SPOT Gen4
performs flawlessly in very extreme conditions.
Paratrooper training is grueling and inherently
dangerous. Military personnel engage in exercises
which see them jumping from aircraft any time of day
or night, in any climate, with full military kit. Skydive
jumps in darkness require the addition of night vision
equipment to the service person’s necessary gear.

The Netherlands’ paratroopers undergo training
internationally in a wide range of challenging
operational environments. Skydiving exercises are
conducted in the rugged mountains of Switzerland,
France and elsewhere in Europe as well as locations
throughout the North American Rockies. Training for
desert operations takes place across the expansive
plains of Arizona and California as well as in Europe, all
remote locations where conventional terrestrial
communications networks can’t reliably reach.

“If navigation were to go wrong either on the plane or
by the paratrooper, without a reliable tracker, it can
take a very long time for us to locate the user,”
explains Niels.

In addition to skydiving in far-flung locations,
paratroopers must endure extremes in temperature.
Teams carrying out Winter parachuting exercises in
Scandinavia routinely endure -20 degrees Celsius (-4
degrees F) plummeting to -60 degrees Celsius (-76
degrees F) at very high altitudes, from where the
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paratrooper needs to jump carrying an oxygen supply.

The Dutch MoD gained further confidence in SPOT’s
effectiveness following referral and recommendation
from its Belgian counterpart, explains Niels.

“We often work co-operatively with the Belgian
paratrooper school on training programmers; they had
already been using SPOT and advised us that the
Globalstar SPOT system is very reliable and could be
trusted to perform well in the highly challenging
situations which we face,” he says.

Some Army and Marines paratrooper teams have a
separate radio-based communications system, which
can be connected with satellite GPS, but this solution
is expensive and not universally available to all
operational units, Niels says.

SPOT’s reliable connectivity, enabled by Globalstar’s
satellite fleet in low-Earth-Orbit, was the pre-eminent
factor in the MoD’s procurement decision. SPOT’s ease
of use, particularly in the intense context of being
used while parachuting, was also pivotal. “The system
needs to be practical and very simple to operate,”
says Niels.

“SPOT’s reliability together with its easy operation are
the standout features for us; we know we can trust
SPOT to function at any time, anywhere,” he adds.

SPOT Gen4 - the latest generation of the SPOT family

SPOT Gen4, launched in EMEA in August 2020, is the
newest member of Globalstar’s SPOT device family. It
offers enhanced mapping interfaces, more display
options, improved water resistance, and geofencing,
among other improvements.

Like its precedents, SPOT Gen4 features a one-touch
SOS button which instantly sends the user’s GPS co-
ordinates either to FocusPoint International Inc. or to
an organisation’s operations and/or security teams,
depending on the customer’s preferred configuration.
The buttons on SPOT Gen4 can be flexibly configured
to send pre-programmed messages, with options for
transmission types. Users can check in with colleagues
via the OK button and SPOT can be used for other
non-emergency communications using the Help
button.

SPOT devices are credited with over 8,000 rescues
worldwide to date.

“We’re extremely proud that the Dutch MoD has
selected SPOT Gen4 to support paratroopers as they
engage in their mission-critical training,” says Mark
O’Connell, general manager EMEA and APAC at
Globalstar.

ASVHERAE R NLF-BHEANSOBNEIHEBEEZIT,
SPOT OAEZECESCEEER L Niels K(FERALET,

[FEBEUIEUE, SIBRTO S AICBIL TRILF —DZEEER Bk DR
D=WEBRHUTVET, 5T TIC SPOT ZERALTHI.
Globalstar SPOT 327 ARIFEICEREENEL. FALEHEE
FTRIERICHRBMRR TEIFMERETIEMERETEBE T RINA
AUTUNEUZ IR EEVET

—EBOEESLVBIBOZERARBTF — Al BE GPS LiEk
TEZFIEDERN—ADBES AT LZFFHOTVEFIH ZOVYI1
—2aVFEMTHD. INTOERIZYMEREN(CFIFETESD
[FTEIRLN & Niels KIFEWET .

{R#E(CHSD Globalstar OBEIV AT —3>(c ko THAIBEIC
2ofz. SPOT DISFEMDEVEHTE. MoD OFERTEICHIFD
BERERCURL, FINF21— MRIEREINZEVWSBULLA
FLTOH SPOT OEMOIEEHEH TEE TUIR, [ AT AIFERAN
TIRIENMIER(CRIHETHIMNENHDET & Niels KEEVET,

[SPOT OISFAMELRIEEIRIRIFR, FABICLOTHRBUIIKRET
9o SPOT PO TEECTHMBET B EZAERRTE D LZFALE
FEOTVET JEAR AT INZET .

SPOT Gen4 -&#fttad SPOT Jrzl)—

2020 £ 8 BIC EMEA TH5taniz SPOTGen4 (4.
Globalstar ® SPOT FN\AZJ7ZUDRHMETIL T, sfbEnc
YESTAH=T14 A LDZKDRFRATS 3> BRESNIMIK
. SATIORBREDHEZRBELFT,

BIETILEEHR. SPOT Gen4 ([FT>4yF SOS MF>ZBATH
D, BEOFHOEMRICEUT, 1-H -0 GPS g%
FocusPoint International tt. (3 #BiOERF— APE+1
UF4F—LAICBIREISGRIELE T . SPOT Gend ORI, FEFA
TOATS 3% ERAUT, BRICTOY S LNV E-S%IXET
BESCEERIABRR TEFT . 1 —(F[OKINT> = ERLTEME
EFIVIA>TE, SPOT (AT RIS 2ERL THIOERR TR
VBEICEATEEY,

SPOT T/{A (&, INFTICHFRAT 8,000 Z#BZ33BI%Z1T0
frEEnTunEd.

[ASAERSED, 2y IUTDIVREIRICHE S S 22 HEE0RK
EZIBIBIHIC SPOT Gend HEIRUIECEZIEB(CFEDICELT
WET, &, Globalstar ® EMEA $&U APAC DERIINAR—
Sv—T&H3 Mark O'Connell KIZEBEATVET,




